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doors,   awesome  by  daylight,   and  made  infinitely  more sinister by the guttering street lighting at nights.
Father, who had been strikingly handsome in his youth, with Gander beak and flowing beard, had grown portly, rubicund and benign. He usually wore a top-hat and moved with slow and stately tread. He visited the lascars from time to time to give them copies of the Boy's Own Paper, the pictures in which caused them to grin and chatter with simian glee. He also loved yarning with the various seafaring characters who infested Limehouse. One of the most interesting was a Mr. Beckwith, a cable ships' superintendent, who, at one time, had been chief engineer of the Great Eastern. He claimed to have supplied Jules Verne with a great deal of the information used in The Floating City.
Papa had varied interests. It was his boast that he went to work at the age of twelve, and that, consequently, he was largely self-educated. Yet there was absolutely nothing of what one might call the "working man" about him. He was intensely interested in education and every branch of knowledge, yet, apparently, had no money to spare for it. He used to take his beloved brood to art galleries, ancient buildings, museums, and lectures. He taught all the boys to play chess and was specially keen on astronomy. Sir Robert Ball's works fascinated him and he was fond of retailing astronomical figures to his slightly bored hearers—the more noughts the better. He believed in taking full advantage of the free educational facilities offered by the State, and we all had to try to win our way by scholarship.
In the light of modern educational argument, it is noteworthy that his method was singularly successful. It produced two B.Sc. degrees. Every member of the family did reasonably well by worldly standards.
I myself remember nothing of the Limehouse days. It is certain, however, that I never ran about with bare or frozen feet. Boots and stockings were one of our marks of superiority and respectability. How far Limehouse affected my character and ambitions Freud only knows. Certainly it influenced other members of the family. Sandford and Stanley became marine engineers, and Bernard, after reaching London University and Greenwich by a succession